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NOTE. 



HPHE greater part of the following pages 
X waa written two or three years ago, 
and the observations on the xxivth 
chapter of St. Matthew at a much earlier 
period. During the interval, the study of 
Prophecy has become more popular than 
it used to be ; and the writer would have 
felt it unnecessary to publish his thoughts 
upon the subject, if many circumstances 
hafl not of late concurred to convince 
him that there are still many and widely 
spread prejudices to be overcome, before 
the study can assume amongst Christians 
at large that place to which its importance 
entitles it. 

It is not doubted that many of the views 
now submitted to the public have been 
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already brought forward, and in a better 
way, by others ; but, with the exception 
of an observation about the Jews in p. 73, 
the writer has not willingly borrowed from 
any one. Where his opinions are new, 
they will have that novelty to recommend 
them; and, where they are old, he trusts 
they will not be altogether withput value, 
not only on account of the connected form 
in which they are presented, but also as 
the suffrage of an independent thinker to 
opinions already before the world. 
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THOUGHTS 



OK THE 



STUDY OF PROPHECY. 




IS the time drew near when our Lord was 
to be offered up, and he was about to 
part from those beloved disciples who 
had been the constant companions of His earthly 
ministry, he repeatedly and earnestly set before 
them the promise of his return in glory for the 
gathering in and deliverance of his people. 

When the same Lord ascended up to heaven, 
and his faithful followers gazed after him with 
longing eyes, the first message which he sent 
to re-assure their undecided hearts was by the 
Angels, who said, " Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into Heaven? this same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into Heaven, 
shall so come, in like manner, as ye have seen 
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him go into Heaven." And we cannot read the 
writings of the Apostles, and the history of the 
early church, without being convinced that, 
amongst the Primitive Christians, the Second 
Advent of our Lord was kept continually in 
view, as the object of their most earnest expec- 
tation, their strongest incentive to holiness, and 
their unfailing encouragement under difficulties 
and distresses. 

It is not my purpose to point out how soon, 
and how sadly, circumstances changed, and how 
completely the hope of our Lord's reappearance 
on earth had died away, through the long night 
of darkness that descended on the Christian 
world. But who, even now, can contemplate 
the external aspect of the church, without being 
led to the conclusion, that the blessed prospect 
is still in a great measure hid from her eyes. 
The Lord has so long delayed his coming, that 
many of his people have ceased to look for it at 
all ; and that vision of glory, whose light could 
pierce through the darkness of the legal dispen- 
sation, and when the Prophets of Israel were 
'mourning over the impending ruin of their 
country, could kindle their lamentations into a 
song of triumph, seems now but as a broken 
spell, which may amuse or occupy the mind, 
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but has lost its power upon the heart. A few 
faithful watchmen there are, who, from the bat- 4 
tlements of our Zion, look out with eager eyes, 
expectant of the dawning glory ; a few faithful 
witnesses, who endeavour to keep the subject in 
the remembrance of the church, and, blessed be 
God, their number is daily increasing ; but still, 
amongst the great mass of Christians, the subject 
is almost wholly neglected. 

Alas ! it is often more than neglected. There 
are societies of Christian men, even of Christian 
Ministers, meeting together for united prayer 
and the study of the Word, from amongst whom 
it is expressly excluded ; it is a forbidden topic 
in many pulpits from which the glad tidings of 
salvation are habitually proclaimed ; and t here 
is hardly one of our religious meetings at which 
a direct allusion to it would be well received. 
In private also, many of God's own children, 
not only turn from the study of prophecy 
themselves, but endeavour to dissuade others 
too, as from a pursuit more calculated to un- 
settle than to strengthen their faith. They read 
the prophetical parts of Scripture for the glowing 
pictures of the power and majesty and mercy 
of Jehovah they display, for the deep views 
of man's depravity, and the cheering promises 
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of pardon and peace which they unfold, and for 
the confirmation they give to the believer's faith 
in the truth of the Gospel, and the person of the 
Messiah ; but not for the purpose of studying 
the predictions of the future therein contained, 
or discovering in them that view of God's still 
further purposes, which he has condescended 
to disclose. 

Many causes may be suggested to account for 
this neglect. The supposed laboriousness of 
the inquiry — the controversial spirit it is cal- 
culated to engender — its tendency towards abuse, 
and, above all, the bewildering maze of con- 
tradictions and absurdities in which it seems to 
be involved ; each, or all of these, and others 
that might be added, acting on different minds 
according to the peculiar constitution and habits 
of each, furnish objections, against which the 
great majority of Christians either cannot or 
will not contend. But it behoves every one 
who loves and values the truth of God, seriously 
to enquire on what foundation these objections 
rest, and to what extent they are insuperable; 
and especially to examine himself as to how 
far they have been really suggested to his 
conscience as reasons, or merely laid hold of as 
justifications for neglect 
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The subject, to be satisfactorily handled, re- 
quires some deep study, and is generally thought 
to require much ; and perhaps in some, who re- 
fuse to enter upon it, a certain degree of in- 
tellectual indolence is at the bottom of their 
reluctance. When the Spirit has shed his light 
upon the page of divine truth, the rudiments of 
Christian doctrine are easily acquired ; and there 
is no denying that, in the present circumstances 
of the church, and in our mixed congregations, 
these rudiments cannot be too earnestly pressed 
by a minister on the hearts and consciences of 
his people; and it may be that many uncon- 
sciously shrink from a labour, the need of which 
they do not feel in their daily work. But even 
if the stronger meat be unsuitable for their public 
ministrations, the servants of the most High God 
ought surely to feed on it themselves ; and it may 
be worth their while to consider, how far such 
spiritual nourishment might tend to give depth 
and unction to their developement of simpler 
truths ; and how much of that unfruitfulness in 
their ministry, and that languishing condition of 
the church at large, over which so many pious 
pastors mourn, may be owing to the leanness 
in their own souls, consequent on the neglect of 
such a source of spiritual strength. 
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The writer of these pages, however, is far from 
believing that mere intellectual indolence operates 
to any considerable extent. There are many 
parishes, particularly in our large towns, so cir- 
cumstanced, as to tax, to the utmost limit of his 
powers, any minister duly impressed with the 
value of immortal souls. In addition to the pre- 
scribed duties of his station, the superintendence 
of the schools, the direction of the charities of 
his parish, and what may be called the general 
objects of the church, as missionary and bible 
societies, leave him too little time for that daily 
ministry from house to house, the absence of 
which not even preaching can supply ; and he is 
justly jealous for these important duties, and 
cautious of entering upon a study apparently so 
vast, and which the example of others teaches 
him to dread as likely to become engrossing. 
But to say nothing of those who are sometimes 
heard to sigh for a sphere of greater usefulness, 
and whose powers are manifestly calculated to 
occupy a wider field than that which is allotted 
to them ; it may be found that the object, when 
properly pursued, though undoubtedly demanding 
a laborious exercise of mind,- requires but little 
exclusive application of time; being best promoted 
by that close and comprehensive study of the 



STUDY OP PROPHECY. 13 

whole word of God, which is needful to a 
minister at every turn, and through which only 
he can become as a householder which bringeth 
forth out of his treasure things new and old* ; 
and that it only becomes engrossing, when it falls 
in with the tendencies of the natural man, when 
it is pursued in a spirit of dependence on human 
wisdom, and is made to minister to carnal vanity 
under the alluring guige of zeal for divine truth. 
There are few more affecting proofs of the 
infirmity of our nature, and the imperfection 
that clings to every thing in which the human 
heart is engaged, even after a new principle of 
life has been imparted to it, than the fact, that 
controversy is a weapon, which even the most 
mature Christians cannot wield without injury 
to themselves. Let the subject be ever so solemn 
and important, let the spirit in which we start 
be ever so pure, a difference of opinion gradually 
loosens the bonds of brotherly love, and some 
measure of estrangement is almost sure to fol- 
low. So deeply is this felt by many to whom 
the cultivation of brotherly love is dear, that 
truths of great importance are left unexplored 
and undiscussed, through fear of its evil conse- 
quences. When, therefore, brethren are thrown 

* Mat. xiii. 52. 



14 STUDY OF PROPHECY. 

much together, those who most highly prize 
the privilege of such communion, and estimate 
most fitly the value of a close confiding inter- 
course of christian love, are most anxious to 
guard against the intrusion of irritating topics ; 
and finding in the great fundamental doctrines 
of our faith, a broad footway on which all may 
walk without jostling, they discountenance the 
discussion of subjects likely to provoke a contro- 
versial spirit. 

That Unfulfilled Prophecy is one of 
these, is not so much owing to the nature of the 
subject itself, as to the spirit in which it is too 
frequently handled by those who are devoted to 
the study of it. Forgetting that the great mis- 
sion of the Minister is to preach Christ crucified; 
that his first great object should ever be to keep 
the light of life burning brightly in his own 
soul, that he may be able to hold it up to others ; 
too many of them thrust the subject forward 
upon all occasions, to the exclusion of. every 
other topic, and that not unfrequently m a dog- 
matic and overbearing spirit, as if it were the 
only subject worth the attention of Christians, 
and the great test of proficiency in divine know- 
ledge. Amongst those who are laboriously en- 
gaged in pastoral duty, and deeply concerned 
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to give their portion of meat to all in due season, 
it is easy to put on a show of learning by a 
parade of abstruse theories, and to assume an 
appearance of superiority to others not so deeply 
read in human speculations. This show of 
superiority, which at least deceives one's self, 
becomes a temptation, and the object is no longer 
the elucidation of truth by humble inquiry, but 
the gratification of vanity, or the enforcement 
of peculiar views. To get out into depths through 
which ordinary inquirers cannot follow, to riot in 
minute and multiplied details for which no war- 
rant can be found but in the ingenuity of man, 
becomes almost the habit of their minds ; and 
to those who are brought together by a sense of 
their need of mutual help and encouragement in 
their laborious duty, and a craving after the 
experience of their fellow labourers for their own 
guidance in many • a dark and difficult conflict 
with the heart of man, it becomes a matter of 
necessity to exclude such topics altogether, or 
to meet their advocates in a way dangerous to 
peaceful association. 

As this difficulty is mainly created by those 
who profess themselves anxious to promote the 
study of prophecy, so on them also must its 
removal in a great measure depend. It cannot 
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be too strongly impressed upon them, that it 
becomes those who are engaged in a pursuit so 
important and difficult, to conduct it with great 
diffidence and modesty, to take care that they do 
not prosecute it at the expense of Christian cha- 
rity, or the growth of spiritual life in their own 
souls ; and to bear ever in mind, that, important 
as the subject is, there are others of at least equal 
importance, and demanding greaterjprominence. 
The five wise virgins slept while they waited for 
the bridegroom, but they had their oil with them. 
The servant whom his Lord shall make ruler 
over his household to give them meat in due 
season, will have shown his fidelity and wisdom 
as much in the discharge of his daily duties, as in 
looking out for the signs of his Lord's approach ; 
and important as it is, that we should not be 
ignorant of the indications of the times, or unex- 
pected of our Master's coming, it is far more 
important that we should have " our lamps trim- 
med," and be in a state of preparedness for him 
when he comes*. If the student of unfulfilled 
prophecy could be persuaded to give to his sub- 
ject himself, and to claim for it from others, only 
that measure of prominence which the Spirit has 
assigned to it in the Scriptures — to show by his 

• Mat. xxv. 1. Mat. xxiv. 45. 
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whole attitude and character, that he values spi- 
ritual life in the soul and a spiritual walk above 
all other attainments — to occupy rather the seat of 
a disciple than of a teacher in the society of his 
more experienced brethren — and to be content to 
vouch Scripture only as his authority and his 
interpreter, many objections to this pursuit would 
probably be removed from the minds of others, 
and men would be brought to perceive that that 
expectation, which of all others ought to bind 
together the Lord's people in brotherly love, 
does really exercise a sobering and softening 
influence over the hearts of those who seriously 
entertain it. 

But however this may be, such objections, 
though they may account for, cannot justify the 
neglect of a positive and plain command. The in- 
junction to Search the Scriptures, extends to every 
portion of the inspired volume, of which it is 
said, all Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
Surely if it be the Christian's duty to ponder 
over the types and shadows which dimly pointed 
to a glory that has since risen in unclouded 
brightness on the world — to meditate on the 
meaning and import of promises long fulfilled, 
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and to study the minutest circumstances con- 
nected with a fallen temple and a superseded 
ceremonial ; equally his duty, and for his profit 
must it be, to ponder over those dim intimations 
that speak of a coming glory, compared with 
which our present dispensation is hut as the early 
dawn — to meditate on promises that are yet to 
be fulfilled in the redemption of the purchased 
possession, and the enjoyment of blessedness 
such as eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to con* 
ceive ; and to study, as well as he can, the pro- 
portions of that Heavenly City, of which the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb shall be the 
temple, and the ceremonial shall endure for ever. 
The Son of Man, who is the express image of 
the invisible Father, is the one great object of 
which eternity to us seems full ; and if it be 
needful for a due appreciation of his character 
and mission in their full proportions, to trace 
them through the types and shadows of the past, 
needful also must it be, to trace them through all 
the intimations of the future. If it be our duty 
to follow Christ through the old dispensation, to 
attend him to the tent of Abraham, or through 
the wilderness with Moses, no less is it our duty 
to observe and follow the occasional gleams of 
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light that mark his pathway through the times to 
come. We cannot hope to know the Messiah 
in his revealed character, unless we know all that 
the Spirit has spoken of him ; and we may he 
assured, that as each minute circumstance of his 
earthly pilgrimage recorded by the Evangelists 
is needful to the fulness of that picture which 
they have presented, so every minute touch, 
every light and shadow, that prophecy supplies, 
must contribute to that glorious portrait, which 
it is the Christian's duty and privilege to con- 
template. 

It is, indeed, a plain duty and a positive com* 
mand, and, however little we may be .able to see 
of God's purpose in it, and however unsatis- 
factory the result may be to our own minds, He 
has in this, as in all that He commands, some pur- 
pose of infinite wisdom, in the working out of 
which it is a blessing to be engaged, and to 
which we cannot oppose our neglect without 
the guilt of disobedience. But it is no less a pri- 
vilege than a duty. He who neglects the study 
of prophecy, closes his eyes to some of the most 
glorious prospects which our compassionate Fa- 
ther has held out for the encouragement of His 
pilgrim saints, or, if he opens them for a mo- 
ment to gaze on the passing pageant, he receives 
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bat a vague impression of its grandeur, without . 
any distinct consciousness that it concerns him- 
self. The diligent and prayerful student of pro- 
phecy, on the contrary, becomes day by day 
more deeply sensible of the reality of the scenes 
which he surveys, and of his own share and in- 
terest in them. He .walks, as it were, in, and 
forms one of the actual procession, and, as he 
surveys the head of the long column entering 
into the possession of its glory, he feels that his 
own time is drawing near, and that the future 
destinies of the saints, and the coming glories of 
the Messiah's reign are real things, in which he 
is one day to share, and towards which he is 
even now acting. He learns not merely to be- 
lieve in the providence of God, but to trace its 
workings through the tangled maze of human 
events, to bear continually in mind that there is 
an unbroken progression toward the great end, and 
that those circumstances which disquiet nations 
and terrify weak believers, are as surely working 
together for God's glory and the good of his 
people, as those which to outward view wear a 
more manifest appearance of good. This every 
child of God endeavours to believe, but it is the 
privilege of the prayerful student to believe it 
almost without an effort, and, as it were to feel it $ 
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and; while the former submits in all things with 
patience to the dispensations of his Heavenly 
Father, the latter can meet them with a joyful 
acquiescence. 

And, surely there is enough in the individual 
experience of every believer, and in the state and 
prospects of the church, to call for a resort to 
all means, by which our faith in God's pro- 
vidential government may be sustained and 
strengthened. A few months ago and Europe 
was apparently sunk in profound repose, and 
reaping the fruits of a long peace, in a develope- 
ment of practical science, a spread of knowledge, 
an enlargement of commerce, an international 
fellowship, and a power of public opinion to 
which no age of the world can afford a parallel. 
The stability of that peace had been fully tested 
and proved by many rude shocks, any one of 
which would at another time have led to a 
general war ; and, though many rulers still con- 
tinued blind to the real duties of their station, the 
interests of all classes of the people, their security, 
their sustenance, their education, and even their 
recreations and enjoyments were beginning to 
command the anxious attention of statesmen. 
In the midst of this profound repose and ap- 
parent security, the accidental falling of a spark 
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produced an explosion, which not only overturned 
what seemed one of the strongest governments 
in Europe, but shook to its foundation the social 
fabric throughout that continent. There is not 
even now within its limits one single state, where 
social order can be said to be secure, or social 
institutions so established, as to guarantee for an 
hour the safety of life and property. There is not 
a sovereign who does not reel upon his throne, 
nor a people untormented by the feverish ex- 
citement of a revolutionary spirit All treaties 
have been virtually dissolved, all principles of 
international honour despised and trampled on, 
and the only hope of escape from universal war 
and anarchy is in the vague chance, that the 
excited mass, so lately rushing madly down the 
steep, is beginning to pause on the very verge of 
the precipice, at the sight of the unfathomable 
gulf below. The thrones of Europe have been 
overturned or shaken, not by the force that was 
directed against them, or the want of resources 
to meet and repel the insurrectionary assault, 
but because the rulers were palsied, and the 
sceptre fell from the hands of those who had 
not courage to grasp the sword. 

True it is, that something like a reactionary 
spirit has begun $o manifest itself, and ignorant 
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and inflated demagogues have been thrust down 
from the seat of power which they rashly pre- 
sumed to occupy , but who can venture to pre- 
dict how long that spirit shall be sustained, 
when he considers how feeble were the instru- 
ments by which order was overthrown, and how 
few the resources which the social system or the 
intellect of Germany seems to afford for* the 
reconstruction of the shattered fabric. Energy 
and decision must take the place of weakness 
and vacillation, wisdom of folly, and clear and 
settled principles, and steady self control, of 
blind expediency and impatience of restraint, 
before the heaving billows of society can be 
calmed, or the vessel of the State, which still 
rocks upon their bosom, be safely conducted 
into port. 

In the midst of this confusion we find the 
Church of Rome, which had of late been making 
giant strides to regain her lost sovereignty over 
the world, still clinging to her dream of supre- 
macy , exhibiting a disposition to make common 
cause with the Socialist and the Infidel for the 
purpose of maintaining it, and consenting to 
march in the van of the revolutionary move- 
ment which the Pope was the first to excite. 
The infatuated Pontiff himself, who sowed the 
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wind, has reaped the whirlwind, but the dis- 
tresses and indignities which he has suffered 
at the hands of his temporal subjects, seem 
but to have awakened a warmer feeling of 
loyalty among those who own his spiritual sway, 
and are probably destined to draw more closely 
the bonds which connect him with revolutionary 
France ; while in this our England, once empha- 
tically our Protestant England, Rome's stealthy 
steps are traversing the land, and scattering 
here and there the temples, and supplying at 
great cost the materials of her gorgeous worship ; 
and many of the successors of those who sealed 
at the stake their protest against her idolatry, 
are gradually habituating the people to the sight 
of her meretricious garb, and, with undissembled 
hope, preparing the way for her re-establishment 
amongst us. 

On the other hand, in every quarter where 
Protestantism has hitherto flourished, there is, 
as far as the external church is concerned, a 
visible decline of strength and retardation of 
progress. Whatever opinion we may form of 
the effect of the late secession on the real vitality 
of the church of Scotland, all must agree that 
the violent disruption of that faithful witness 
to the principles of the Reformation, has been 
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a source of triumph to the enemies of truth. 
Our own Church of England, distracted by 
a wide-spread conspiracy within, assailed by 
enemies daily inoreasing in virulence from with- 
out, and almost forsaken by that civil power 
to which she has been so long a crown of glory 
and a tower of strength, mourns over the loss 
of union, the decay of brotherly love, the au- 
thorized desecration of the Sabbath, the divorce 
of Christianity from the legislative councils of 
the State, and the open encouragement given 
to an idolatrous church by statesmen and poli- 
ticians still calling themselves her children : 
while the holiest of our dissenting brethren ac- 
knowledge the fearful decline of spirituality in 
their body, and bend their heads in sorrow over 
the blight of as fair a field of missionary en- 
terprize as the Spirit of God ever cultivated by 
the agency of man. Germany and Switzerland, 
the cradles of the Reformation, have forgotten 
their first love, and their nominal Protestantism 
has assumed a tone and a character more appal- 
ling to the lovers of truth than even Popery 
itself: and over America, whose solitudes gave 
a home and a refuge to the persecuted Puritans 
of old,' and received back into their bosom the 
blessing of God upon the efforts and the prayers 
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of bis people, a cold and withering Socinianism 
is breathing its fatal influence, and fast blighting 
the promise of her early days. Although 
through all these circumstances the sifting and 
the separating of the true church may perhaps 
be traced, they are yet so mysterious and afflict- 
ing, as to fill weak spirits with dismay, and cast 
a gloom over the strongest; and greatly do the 
people of God need every possible help to their 
faith, to enable them, amid such scenes, to lift 
up their heads, and rejoice that their Redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. The same circumstances 
are calculated to give an undue impulse to ex- 
citable imaginations, to awaken a morbid desire 
to hurry on, as it were, the accomplishment of 
prophecy, and thus to stimulate the growth of 
rash and groundless interpretations; and with 
a view, both to the encouragement of the weak, 
and the restraining of the sanguine and intem- 
perate, it seems to be the duty of Christian 
ministers calmly to survey the field before them, 
and to consider well, before they altogether 
abandon the hope of reconciling mutual encou- 
ragement and warning upon such important 
subjects with the maintenance of Christian peace 
and brotherly regard. 

True it is that, while it is the duty and privilege 
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of the Christian diligently to study the word of 
prophecy, and note the signs of the times in 
connexion with it, this, like almost every other 
part of Christian duty, requires the exercise of 
much watchfulness and humility to prevent its 
becoming a stumbling block and a snare. There 
are temptations and dangers surrounding it on 
every side, and the great enemy of souls is ever 
on the watch, to substitute prejudice and passion, 
vain glory, and the desire of applause, for a 
simple love of God and His truth, as motives to 
our diligence and zeal. Against dangers such 
as these, nothing can protect us but an entire 
renunciation of self-love and self-reliance, a child- 
like dependence on the Spirit's teaching, and a 
continual prayerful looking up to God. But 
difficulties and dangers attending the fulfilment 
of a duty, furnish no excuse for neglecting it. 
There is no part of scripture which may not be 
wrested to our own destruction ; and the argu- 
ments of Popery against intrusting the bible to 
the hands of the ignorant, and for inviting the 
weak into the security of monastic seclusion, are 
not essentially different from those, by which 
people are sometimes swayed in neglecting the 
pursuit of prophetical studies. 
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Serious, however, as are the hindrances arising 
from the causes already considered, they are 
slight in comparison with those which are occa- 
sioned by the endless -variety and inconsistencies 
of commentators, and the abases to which the 
study has been occasionally perverted. 

The language of prophecy is frequently such 
as to present a bold outline of the future, from 
an attentive consideration of which we may 
arrive at a conclusion with respect to the events 
foretold, which, though not very clearly defined, 
or such as to satisfy the cravings of a carnal 
curiosity, may, perhaps, be sufficient for our 
guidance and encouragement in the circum- 
stances in which we are placed ; and at the same 
time to furnish a variety of details, the use of 
which is not so much to add distinctness or cer- 
tainty to our knowledge of the future, as to 
enable us more clearly to identify the events 
when they come to pass. 

These details may be seen like detached objects 
in a distant landscape, but their true position and 
bearing upon each other cannot be correctly ap- 
preciated; events, which now seem crowded 
together, may be separated by a long interval of 
time; and those which appear to stand alone, 
may, when seen more closely, lose their promi- 
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nence in the multitude of surrounding objects. 
The lofty spire, that now seems to rise from the 
barren rock, may be many a mile in advance ; 
and the solitary tree upon the mountain's slope, 
may be but the last outpost of a forest buried 
in a deep ravine beyond. He who, when con- 
templating a distant scene, directs his attention 
to the larger masses, the outline of the hills, the 
course of the rivers, or the bearing of the far off 
town, will form a far more cojrrect estimate of its 
real character, and be in a far better position to 
recognise it when reached, than he who indus- 
triously moves his glass from one object to 
another, and spends his time, and strains his 
sight in minutely investigating the separate posi- 
tion and structure of each. 

But the tendency of the human mind, when 
engaged in the study of prophecy, seems to be, 
to lose sight of the grand outlines in a solicitude 
about the details; and, not satisfied with that 
degree of light and knowledge which the Spirit 
has thought fit to vouchsafe, to aim at bringing 
the future before the intellectual eye in all the 
relief and sharpness of a present scene; and, 
with this view, to bend all its energies, and bring 
into play its imaginative powers, to account for 
and reconcile circumstances which, seen from 

c 3 
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afar, appear to be inconsistent, but which tho 
event will show to be necessary to the harmony 
of the whole. 

It appears to me that much of the difficulty of 
the investigation, the disputes which it engen- 
ders, and the disappointment which attends it, 
are to be traced to this source. Men waste in the 
vain pursuit of an unattainable distinctness, 
and a microscopic examination of details, the 
time and the talents which, if properly directed, 
would probably give to the outlines of the future 
a character of certainty .that should leave no 
room for further controversy. The intellectual 
eye, continually straining after objects too dim or 
too distant to be clearly seen, becomes so im- 
paired as to be incapable of distinctly observing 
those which are at hand, until the mind, like .the 
overstrained organs of sense, readily gives way 
to the imagination, and imagination, once admit- 
ted, stamps its own image upon every thing 
it contemplates, — it moulds, it marshals, it co- 
lours the particulars, pushing back one and 
bringing another forward, until we cease to deal 
with the representations of the prophet at all, 
and are busied with a world of our own creation. 
Under such circumstances, of course all chance 
of agreement is at an end, and the views of 
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interpreters will be as diversified as the imagina- 
tions to which they owe their origin. This temp- 
tation so besets the path of every inquirer, that 
few, if any, have wholly escaped its influence ; 
and the result is, that, while our theological lite- 
rature teems with specimens of what may be 
called prophetical deductions from prophecy, ex-' 
hibiting industry and ingenuity unsurpassed in 
any department of learning ; there are but few 
traces of an attempt critically to examine, ar- 
range, and combine its testimony, with a view 
to ascertain and delineate the actual picture 
which it presents. Ask what the Spirit had 
before him when the prophet was inspired, and 
many will start up to answer ; but ask what the 
prophets have actually foretold, that is,, what 
appears to be the exact import of the message 
they convey, and all are silent. 

This has most frequently proved a source of 
contradiction and error to men of honest minds, 
who, entering upon the study of prophecy with a 
deep feeling of the difficulties and dangers be- 
setting their path, and an honest and anxious 
desire to guard against them, have yet been 
unable to resist the hallucination! and have been 
at length drawn into the snare. But some, 
and these not the least influential, have under- 
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taken the task of interpretation, with prejudices 
or passions already inflamed ; and have in fact, 
though perhaps without perceiving it them- 
selves, arrived at their conclusions before they 
have seriously begun the examination of the 
prophecy. Among these are all who, filled 
with the importance of particular events, have 
determined that they must have their counter- 
part in prophecy; and all who, seeing in the 
opponents of their own religious views, the 
enemies of God and His truth, have labored 
to fix upon the former the inheritance of the 
woes denounced against the latter. The first 
suffer human imaginations to take the place of 
God's word, the last allow human passions and 
prejudice to distort it ; and yet so subtle is the 
temptation in both forms, that some of the finest 
minds and purest hearts have been misled by it. 
Whether the system of interpretation, which 
explains away and spiritualizes, as it is called, 
the literal meaning of language, and gives, not 
merely to the prophecy itself, but to the very 
words in which it is conveyed, a figurative in- 
terpretation, be warranted or not, it cannot be 
denied, that it has a certain sort of elasticity which 
renders it peculiarly susceptible of being thus 
abused. For unless we can discover something 
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like an authoritative key — some general rules 
resting on a solid foundation, whereby to restrain 
an exuberant imagination, all bounds to the li- 
cense of interpretation are removed; and it 
becomes as easy to discover in the prophecy the 
outlines of any particular events, as to trace 
armies and castles in the piled up clouds on the 
evening horizon, or faces and forms in the fire 
which burns on our winter hearths. 

It becomes, therefore, a matter of first impor- 
tance to inquire, how far such an authoritative 
key has been discovered, or such general rules 
established. A mere consistency of the several 
parts of the interpretation with each other so as 
to produce a congruous whole, is often the only 
evidence for the soundness of a particular system ; 
and yet that consistency can of itself afford but 
a slender evidence of truth; and none at all, if 
attained, as is not unfrequently the case, by 
arbitrary changes of the meaning of a symbol 
or transposition of the termft. Where we have 
other warrant for the truth of our interpretation, 
we may often safely disregard apparent incon- 
sistencies in the details ; but where consistency 
is the only or even the main argument, it ought 
to be exact and almost universal. No one at all 
acquainted with the history of science, even of 
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physical science, can be at a loss to conceive 
bow the most consistent theories may be at va- 
riance with the truth: and even in modern 
works upon prophecy, there are not wanting in- 
stances of different able writers being conducted, 
by a very consistent chain of reasoning, to very 
opposite results. Of the various theories that 
have been broached, scarcely one has fallen be- 
fore the force of arguments founded on incon- 
sistency with itself, and indeed very few have 
been assailed on account of manifest inconsistency 
with scripture, but each in turn has given way 
to some new theory, to which adventitious circum- 
stances had given a greater appearance of plausi- 
bility ; and thus, for the most part, the enquiry has 
been, not whether any is true, but assuming' 
that one is true, which is most likely to be so. 

Another very subtle source of error consists 
in applying to the interpretation of several par- 
ticular passages in detail, general rules, which 
have themselves no other foundation than that 
very interpretation of the particulars, in support 
of which they are adduced. For example, in 
the writings of Daniel and St. John, some few, 
but very remarkable prophetical periods are de- 
signated by certain numbers of days ; and it has 
been contended by many writers, that in those 
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several instances the word" days" means" years." 
To the proof of this in each particular instance 
has hitherto been applied a supposed canon of 
interpretation, " that in prophetical language 
days signify years." When the general rule was 
thus enunciated, and it was supposed that the 
word, occurring under analogous circumstances 
in other parts of scripture, could be clearly shown 
to bear that signification, the argument was one 
of great, if not irresistible, force. For nothing 
could be more reasonable than to infer, in the 
absence of proof to the contrary, that the same 
terms, occurring in writers of the same class, 
all influenced by the same Spirit, treating of ana- 
logous subjects, and under analogous circum- 
stances, was used in the same sense. But Mr. 
Maitland came forward some time ago to con- 
trovert the authority of the canon, and attempted 
to show that there is not a single passage of 
scripture, exclusive of those about which the 
controversy exists, in which the word can be 
clearly shown to have the signification contended 
for, and that there are many in which it clearly 
has not such a signification; and he thence 
concludes that the interpretation of the pas- 
sages in question resting on such a supposed 
general rule, cannot be said to be established. 
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To this a modern writer of great learning and 
ability, too candid to deny that Mr. Maitland's 
artillery had produced a decided impression, hut 
too fondly attached to the year-day theory to see 
the necessity of abandoning a single outwork, 
behind which it has hitherto been entrenched, 
replies, True — the general rule has been too 
broadly laid down: to be correctly stated it 
ought to run thus, "In the prophetical wri- 
tings of Daniel and St John, the word ' days' 
when used as a measure of future time means 
years," and with such limitation it is unassail- 
able. Now it is obvious that he can only estab- 
lish this rule by proving the interpretation con- 
tended for, with respect to some, at least, of the 
very few passages about which the controversy 
exists, and when he has done that, the purpose 
which his general rule would serve is already ac- 
complished without it. I am not saying that the 
writer in question does not maintain the interpre- 
tation which he defends, or that this is the- only 
argument he adduces in support of it — far from 
it — but I conceive that the rule so propounded is 
as an argument valueless and deceptive; and I 
have the more fully considered his use of it, 
because it not only affords an apt illustration 
of that sort of argument, which amounts to 
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nothing more than another way of stating the 
proposition to be proved, but also shows its sub- 
tlety in its having escaped the attention of so 
able a controversialist. 

There are among the mass of mankind but 
few original thinkers, and of those who devote 
themselves to the study of prophecy by far the 
greater part, embarrassed at the outset by the 
difficulties they encounter, difficulties perhaps 
the more perplexing because unexpected, yield 
themselves at once to the guidance of some 
friendly commentator; and, reversing the na- 
tural order of things, study the commentary 
before the text. They thus, for the most part, 
become the blind disciples of some human theo- 
rist ; and, instead of using the investigations of 
others as a help to their own study of the Scrip- 
tures, either contemplate the latter as reflected in 
the pages of their guide, or resort to them merely 
for the purpose of collecting evidence to support 
his views. 

It so happens, that the prophetical parts of 
Scripture have at various times engaged the 
attention of men who, though of powerful minds 
and extensive erudition, have yet had- no spi- 
ritual views. But even the holiest of God's 
children cease to be trustworthy guides, when 
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they advance one step beyond what is written. 
They may point out the pathway which the 
Spirit has traced, they may direct our attention 
to the light which He has displayed, but their 
province is to assist us in seeing, not to see for us, 
and we must take care to ascertain for ourselves 
that we are on the path, and that it is a real 
light which is before us, before we begin to fol- 
low them. The promise is to those who seek 
for themselves, and it must be the experience of 
many Christians, that there are parts of Scrip- 
ture full of light and comfort to their own souls, 
which they are yet incapable of satisfactorily 
explaining. The light that God has given us is 
not always for the benefit of others, even of His 
children; and worse than vain is the effort 
to supersede by any labour of our own the neces- 
sity for diligent study and prayerful meditation 
on the part of others. I am indeed fully per- 
suaded that, except the divinely appointed ordi- 
nance of preaching, there is no way by which 
any considerable enlargement of spiritual know- 
ledge can be expected, but in the encouragement 
of a prayerful study of the whole Scriptures by 
each one for oneself. 

A great evil which has arisen from the habit 
of taking man as a guide in the study of pro- 
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phecy is, that a delusive appearance of large ac- 
ceptance has been thus given to doctrines, which 
would never, probably, have been suggested to a 
second inquirer by a mere perusal of the Bible* 
Thus what are called u Canons of interpretation" 
have been established by an apparent weight of 
authority, that has imposed upon the judgment 
to such an extent, that people continually adopt 
them without examination or inquiry as ackow- 
ledged bases of interpretation; and even minds 
of an original turn shrink from running counter 
to the tide of opinion, and rather seek to apply 
those canons to the maintenance of their own 
views, than to question the foundation on which 
they rest. 

In order to strain prophecy into an agreement 
with events existing or supposed, it is necessary 
to have recourse to the manner of spiritualising 
above alluded to. But as it would be impossible 
thus to treat the language of history, so is it less 
necessary to do so. The history of events long 
since transacted in the East, has in general come 
down to 'us in such an imperfect way, and is 
to be gathered from so many different sources, 
that it requires boldness rather than ingenuity, to 
represent those events in such a light as will suit 
a particular theory. An historian may be put 



40 STUDY OF PROPHECY. 

forth as undoubted authority in one case, even 
where he professes to narrate a mere tradition ; 
in another, where he speaks more positively, his 
evidence may be questioned or altogether set 
aside ; and even the distortions of earlier com- 
mentators may be assumed as facts, when it suits 
the purpose of the writer. Indeed it is marvel- 
lous to observe, with what little misgiving able 
writers have set themselves to the task of dis- 
torting the evidence of history to make it suit 
particular views : and yet their having done so 
may perhaps be accounted for, without any im- 
putation on their candour or veracity. 

The same facts, supported by the same evi- 
dence, often strike men in a very different way, 
even when their minds are very similarly con- 
stituted. The reason seems to be, that evidence 
derives much of its weight from the antecedent 
probability of that to which it testifies 5 and 
this antecedent probability depends, in a great 
degree, on the prejudices of the person addressed. 
What slight circumstances of suspicion would 
carry- conviction to a jealous mind; what an 
immense force of evidence would glance off in- 
nocuous from the faith of a mother in the inno- 
cence of her child. Now, he who has committed 
himself to a particular view of a subject, has 
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already prepared for every fact which tends to 
strengthen that view an antecedent probability, 
independent of the evidence on which it rests, 
and is therefore not astute in detecting any im- 
perfection in the evidence itself; while every 
fact which is opposed to his prejudices* conies 
to him already so stamped with im probability , 
that he requires the strictest possible degree of 
evidence to convince him of it Even when 
at last constrained to admit the foct, he looks 
upon it as one apparently inconsistent with estab- 
lished truth ; and instead of questioning the 
conclusions to which it is opposed, sets himself 
to work to discover some point of view in which 
it might be so regarded as to get rid of the in- 
consistency. We have a striking instance of 
this in the way in which different writers on 
Prophecy have dealt with the latter part of the 
vnith. chapter of Daniel, and history as con- 
nected with it. For a long time it was considered 
as referring to the career of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes; butin modern times, when the paramount 
prominence of the Jews as the object of Pro- 
phecy began to be lost sight of, and the language 
of scripture regarded as applicable to a sphere 
so large, that the events of that period would be 
too insignificant to claim so extended a notice, 
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the ancient interpretation has been questioned or 
set aside, and almost every writer on prophecy 
has taken a different view of this chapter. One, 
struck with the gigantic proportions of the 
Mahomedan delusion, and amazed that events 
so important as its rise and progress should not 
fill a large place in prophecy, fastens upon this 
chapter as the solution of his difficulty, and 
traces, through its intricate maze of facts, the 
varying fortunes of that wonderful imposture. 
Another, alive to the objection which presses 
against the theory of Mede, that his interpre- 
tation altogether excludes a larger, and not less 
guilty, branch of the great apostacy, presents 
this same chapter as an answer to the objection, 
and bids us survey therein the fore-shadowed 
history of the Eastern Church. Dr. Arnold, 
believing that he had discovered a key to the 
interpretation of prophecy, by regarding suc- 
cessive systems rather than events as its peculiar 
object, found his way barred by this same passage 
of scripture, and, unable to overcome the diffi- 
culty which it presented, boldly questioned its 
authenticity, and expressed his conviction that 
the events of history are so minutely and accu- 
rately described in all the latter part of the book 
of Daniel, that the whole must have been written 
after the events referred to; while Dr. Todd, 
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influenced by different views, but alike finding 
this chapter standing in the way of his system, 
discovers so many inconsistencies between the 
facts shadowed forth therein, and any which 
history records, that he rejects altogether the 
notion that any part of the prophecy has been 
fulfilled. 

The result undoubtedly is, that there is much 
contradiction and inconsistency in the represen- 
tations of past events, which are taken as the 
foundation of prophetical interpretation ; and 
this way of dealing with history and prophecy 
has introduced into the whole subject so much 
.confusion and perplexity, that many men of 
sense and piety have, for the sake of stilling the 
clamour of such discordant witnesses, been almost 
content to silence the voice of prophecy in the 
Church. 



Although the manner of interpreting prophecy 
above referred to is susceptible of such great 
abuses, and has led to such inconsistent results, 
it was for a long time, and down to a very 
recent period, almost the only recognised system; 
and two points, upon which nearly all Protestant 
commentators were agreed, are, that the Pope, 
or the Papacy, is in some sense or other the Anti- 
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christ ; and, as a necessary consequence, that in 
the prophecies of Daniel and John days are 
intended to signify years. I say as a consequence, 
because, without undervaluing the other evi- 
dence, it appears to me, as far as my very 
limited reading will enable me to judge, that 
the argument most relied on for the year-day 
Uieory, is the necessity of a longer period for 
the events supposed to be comprised within it 
than the specified number of days would afford ; 
and it is obvious that no one could maintain that 
the Papal dominion, or the succession of Popes, 
is the Antichrist, if the word " days" were to be 
taken in its literal signification. 

But against this whole system of interpretation, 
as well as against the two last mentioned conclu- 
sions in particular, a protest has been made of late 
by men of great learning and ability, who have 
brought to the discharge of their bold and diffi- 
cult task an extent of learning, a critical acumen, 
a subtlety and force of reasoning, that fully 
entitle them to a hearing from all who have 
sought, or are seeking, for a solution of pro- 
phecy by the aid of commentators. One dis- 
tinguishing claim to attention which they possess, 
is, that they seldom lead their reader into a 
maze which makes him dependent on their aid 
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for his extrication. He may attend them as 
long as he pleases, and generally be able to judge 
for himself whereabout he is ; and he may quit 
their company when he sees fit, and, without 
yielding implicit confidence to their teaching, 
carry away much useful information. Another 
is, that one is seldom startled at the discoveries 
they make, or surprised at their ingenuity in 
hitting upon them ; but often, on the contrary, 
inclined to wonder how a path, which seems so 
plain and obvious when pointed out, should so 
long have escaped the observation of others. 
These are undoubtedly great recommendations, 
but there is another of a more doubtful charac- 
ter ; namely, that, while, by laying hold of the 
difficulties that must necessarily occur in any 
system of interpretation, and holding them up 
prominently before the reader, they can easily 
create doubt and dissatisfaction with respect to 
preceding systems, — they, on their parts, avoid 
all attempts at systematic interpretation ; and 
thus at once protect themselves from similar 
attacks, and save their readers the laborious 
effort of keeping a whole scheme before the 
intellectual eye, while following the successive 
steps of the inquiry. It is a very easy thing to 
point out objections of a serious nature to any 
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scheme of interpretation hitherto propounded; 
indeed, it seems to me natural to expect that 
there must be difficulties in any scheme which 
descends to minute particulars. But it is a very 
different thing to investigate prophecy, with a 
view to ascertain its meaning ; and, while it is 
useful and proper that difficulties should be 
pointed out, and all objections brought fully into 
notice, there is great danger of our being thereby 
led into rash conclusions, especially upon the 
question, whether a given prophecy has been 
fulfilled or not. The habit of mind so general 
amongst students, to which allusion has already 
been made, of taking it for granted, that, where 
solution can be found, it is to be found among 
the commentators, exposes them to the risk of 
too easily believing that, because all schemes of 
interpretation hitherto attempted are open to 
grave objections, the prophecy must not only 
concern the future, but be one upon which the 
event only, or a near approach to the event, 
can throw any degree of light. 

The above-mentioned circumstances have, I 
doubt not, contributed much to the reception 
the writers in question have met with from those 
who have looked into their works; though a 
secret dissatisfaction at the old system, kept 
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silent by a reverence for high names, may have 
had its share in it. And while some have been 
deterred or repelled from reading their works 
by apprehensions to be hereafter noticed, the 
result of their labours is a growing persuasion, 
that many predictions hitherto looked upon as 
fulfilled, or in a course of fulfilment, still wholly 
regard the future ; and that events, which a large 
portion of Christendom has long recognised as 
amongst the principal objects of prophecy, have 
scarcely, if at all, been noticed in it. 

In the prosecution of their plan, the professors 
of the new school are naturally led to dwell on 
the inconsistent results, to. which one and the 
same system has led different inquirers; and the 
very discordant aspects under which the same 
passages of history have hitherto been regarded. 
They consider the former to be the consequence 
of departing from the literal signification of pro- 
phetic language, and the latter as the necessary 
effect of surveying the history of the past by the 
light of preconceived theories. They are, there- 
fore, disposed to adhere very closely to the 
ordinary meaning of the words in which prophecy 
has been delivered ; and to survey the field of 
history with a very jealous and suspicious eye. 
But it is the general result of Controversy to 
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drive men into extremes, and the constant exer- 
cise of such habits of thought tends to great 
errors; — a slavish addiction to the mere letter, 
without sufficient regard to the spirit of the pro- 
phecy ; a denial to writers accustomed to the use 
of figurative language, and primarily addressing 
those to whom such a style was most eloquent 
and impressive, of that latitude of expression, 
which must have been conceded to the ordinary 
correspondence of the period in which they lived; 
and a demand for more certain testimony 
to the existence of facts, and a closer agree- 
ment between the language of history and 
prophecy, than the imperfect records of the past 
can almost in any instance afford. Indeed no one 
can with an unprejudiced mind contemplate the 
way in which some of these writers deal with 
history, without feeling how far the force of pre- 
judice, and the spirit of controversy, can turn the 
understandings of even able men from the way 
of sense and truth. 

They examine history for the purpose, not of 
discovering truth, but of discrediting its testi- 
mony to the existence of facts such as the prophets 
have described; and the test which they apply 
is one which, if fully carried out, would lead to 
the conclusion, that we can have no evidence of 
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the fulfilment of prophecy in the history of past 
events, except where the Spirit of God has held 
the historian's, as well as the prophet's, pen. 

But the same doubts and difficulties in the 
application of history to prophecy, which are 
now insisted on as decisive evidence of non-ful- 
filment, existed in many cases, in which the 
Spirit, nevertheless, attests that the prophecy has 
been fulfilled. Let us turn, for example, to the 
fifty-second and fifty-third chapters of Isaiah. In 
the former, the prophet looks as he was wont to 
do, over all the intervening events, to the grand 
theme of his inspired song, the future restoration, 
glory, and blessedness s of Israel under the reign 
of the Messiah ; and towards the end he, by a 
sudden transition, declares that this, their pro- 
mised leader and deliverer, shall be the same 
whose visage was so marred more than any man. 
He then, in the beginning of the fifty-third 
chapter, asks the question, Who hath believed our 
report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed? thus declaring beforehand, that there 
would be great difficulties in the way of* our 
Lord's being acknowledged in His true character ; 
difficulties so great, that God alone could over- 
come them by a revelation of His power. For 
this mighty Deliverer, whose power and glory 
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human language is inadequate to describe, shall 
grow up from jui apparently very lowly origin, 
and in a very humble way ; like a tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground — a plant of 
delicate constitution, faintly struggling into life 
upon an unfavourable and barren soil, without 
any external recommendation or attraction, or 
any promise of future vigour. In due time our 
Lord appeared, and that very contrast, which 
the prophet described, and which now so won- 
derfully reconciles and explains the whole series 
of prophecy concerning Him, was not only a 
stumbling block to the carnal Jew, but a diffi- 
culty in the way of those most disposed to re- 
cognize Him as the Messiah. Those who had 
been taught by the Spirit to believe that Jesus 
was indeed the Christ, and were confirmed in 
that belief by their experience of His doctrine and 
miracles, could not recognize in Him the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecies concerning the Messiah. 
In their eyes He was not, during his ministry 
among them, fulfilling the character assigned to 
Him by prophecy; but they -waited in longing 
expectation for the time when He should come 
forth in His real character, and restore the king- 
dom to Israel. Often and often did He declare 
to them that His kingdom was not of this world 
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but they would not understand that saying. 
When these cherished hopes were almost dashed 
to the ground by our Lord's crucifixion, and 
before His resurrection was ascertained, a painful 
struggle between hope and fear seemed to be go- 
ing on within them. Their master's life and 
doctrine, and the occasional manifestations of 
His glory, to which some of them had been ad- 
mitted, still testifying, on the one hand, to the 
truth of His own declarations concerning Him- 
self; and the descriptions of the prophets, to which 
they vainly looked for a counterpart in what He 
had accomplished, tending, on the other, to abate 
their confidence and cloud their hopes. These 
conflicting feelings are slightly but beautifully 
set before us in St Luke's account of our Lord's 
interview with the two disciples on the road to 
Emmaus. 

No one can doubt that the apostles, ignorant 
in other respects though they might be, were ac- 
quainted with the prophecies concerning our Lord, 
and believed that they hsA found Him of whom 
Moses, in the law, and the prophets did write ; and 
yet, thus instructed, and thus predisposed, they 
could not discern their fulfilment. The first 
moment, at which they began to recognize the 
distinction between His first coming in humility 
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to die for the sins of the world, and His second 
coming in glory to deliver His people and take 
vengeance on his enemies, seems to have been 
that, in which He breathed on them and said 
" Receive ye the Holy Ghost." 

Again, there are instances in which the Holy 
Spirit records not only the prophecy, but the 
circumstances which constituted its fulfilment, 
in which, nevertheless, it is almost impossible 
for us trace more than a very loose and general 
accordance between the two; and, while we 
believe in the fact upon the authority of inspi- 
ration, we must conclude that there was an 
adaptation perceptible at the time, of which in- 
finite wisdom has not seen fit to preserve the 
memorials. For instance, in the 2nd chapter 
of the Acts of the Apostles, we have' an ac- 
count of the first effusion of the Spirit. When 
that memorable event took place, a great multi- 
tude of various nations and languages came 
together to witness the wonderful effects which 
were produced, Amongst this multitude were 
many who looked on with a hostile and suspicious 
eye, and who were not likely to be influenced by 
anything short of clear demonstration ; yet in 
an assembly so disposed, the apostle Peter, having 
recited at large the prophecy from the 2nd 
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chapter of Joel, unhesitatingly appealed to their 
senses, and declared that the things which the 
prophet had so foretold, they then saw accom- 
plished before them. Yet, putting his testimony 
out of view, and looking at the same circum- 
stances, even in connection with the sketch of 
our Lord's history which he added, we should 
find great difficulty in tracing, between the events 
and the prophecy, any thing like that accurate 
resemblance which many modern commentators 
would require. 

If, then, in cases like the above, there be 
occasionally great difficulty in tracing the fulfil- 
ment of a prophecy, how much more is difficulty 
to be expected, when we turn from transactions 
passing before the eye, or recorded in Scripture, 
to those which are described and handed down 
to us in the imperfect narratives of uninspired 
historians ; and how needful it is that we should 
apply ourselves to the study of history, rather 
with a view to collect the scattered beams of 
light which it occasionally sheds upon the page 
of prophecy, than a desire to persuade ourselves 
that there is nothing but darkness in it. Many 
facts and circumstances important in the sight 
of God, and presented in picture to the prophet's 
eye, would seem trifling or immaterial to the 

e3 



64 STUDY OP PROPHECY. 

wisdom of this world ; and the historian of the 
day, while looking at larger objects, would feel 
no necessity to trace their order, or even to 
chronicle their occurrence ; but would, at his 
pleasure, select from amongst them, here and 
there, such as seemed best calculated to illustrate 
his argument, or give a graphic effect to his 
narrative. And thus, while several historians 
may concur in their accounts of the general 
course of those events, which mankind for the 
most part deem worthy of record, if we would 
learn minute details, or even those which, though 
not minute, were not calculated to engage the 
attention of a mere human observer unacquainted 
with prophecy, we must be contented to seek 
for them here and there in unconnected frag- 
ments, some preserved in one, and some in another 
historian; at one time, expressly narrated, at 
another dimly disclosed in a chance allusion 
perhaps, or even in a jest. It is not, therefore, 
necessarily unphilosophical to say of prophecy, 
that " it is really more perfect than any history. 
No one historian hath related so many circum- 
stances, and in such exact order of time, as the 
prophet hath foretold them ; so that it was 
necessary to have recourse to several authors, 
Greek and Roman, Jewish and Christian, and 
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to collect here something from one, and to collect 
there something from another, for the better 
explaining and illustrating the great variety of 
particulars contained in this prophecy* ;" hut on 
the contrary, the character of the prophecy may 
often be such, that it would be highly unphilo- 
sophical to expect to trace its fulfilment in any 
other way. 

Notwithstanding the uncertainty which belongs 
to the .narratives of ancient historians, there are 
leading events, with respect to which we may 
arrive at a great degree of certainty, a conviction 
of their reality and truth perfectly satisfactory to 
the understanding ; while all the accompanying 
circumstances and minor details are involved in 
doubt and obscurity. Now if, on comparing such 
leading events with the general features of any 
given prophecy, we find them to accord, and 
there be no ascertained details inconsistent with 
such a conclusion, we may fairly assume that the 
prophecy is fulfilled ; and when we learn from 
other sources details in connection with these 
events, which seem to make the application of the 
prophecy more close, instead of requiring an inde- 
pendent certainty for such details, we should con- 
sider the prophecy itself as conferring a character 

* Newton, p. 334. 
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of authenticity upon them. The general features 
being ascertained and accordant, the very agree- 
ment of the details is an evidence of their truth* 
Although the prophecy, with reference to 
which 'the above cited observations were made 
by Bishop Newton, may present an unbroken 
series of events within the limits of die period it 
embraces, it is not to be assumed that such is 
always the case. Indeed, most of the prophecies, 
with the interpretation of which we can certainly 
be said to be acquainted, are of a different 
character. But even where we may reasonably 
suppose that it is th^case, we should not expect 
that the steps of the series, as they occur in the 
prophecy, should be accurately traced in the 
writings of historians, but should be content to 
take up the footprints here and there, where we 
can with reasonable certainty, identify them; 
and trust to a time when our minds may be more 
instructed, or events more matured, for filling up 
the chasm. There may be recorded events so 
clearly corresponding with those described in 
prophecy, as, when contemplated by themselves, 
to leave no reasonable ground for doubting that 
they are the same ; while others, which, accord- 
ing to the testimony of prophecy, must have 
preceded them, are so involved in darkness, that 
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they cannot as yet be traced. If the events thus 
clearly marked, instead of being recorded, were 
exhibited before our eyes, we could not refuse 
to recognise the fulfilment, and believe that 
the previous circumstances, though unnoticed, 
had actually occurred; and why should we, 
when these events are related by trustworthy his- 
torians, and we are unable to deny the corres- 
pondence, make our uncertainty with respect to 
such preceding circumstances, the ground for 
disbelieving the accuracy of the writer ? The 
extinction of the Jewish polity, and the utter 
dispersion, without involving the national extinc- 
tion of that people, are striking facts to which 
we cannot close our eyes; and we might be 
assured, that all events which, in the order of 
prophecy, were to have preceded that, must 
have actually happened, though we should be 
unable to discover any record of them in history. 
And so, if in the actual exhibition and recorded 
history of Popery, the marks and evidencies of 
the Apocalyptic beast are plainly discernible, 
it would be a very unreasonable objection to 
make, that many of the events which were to 
precede or usher in the prevalence of that beast, 
cannot be clearly traced, or that the time and 
circumstances of its actual origin cannot be dis- 
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being thoroughly understood, nor those of the 
other rejected without examination. The two 
systems tend to very different results — results, 
indeed, so different, that it is a matter of pressing 
concern to the church that the controversy should 
be set at rest, and the real character of these 
prophecies determined. 

On the one hand, there is a prevailing belief 
that the church has long been in the furnace, 
that the great adversary has well nigh spent his 
fury, and that the season of her deliverance is 
at hand. There is a consequent expectation 
that the time is drawing near when righteousness 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea, and that our missionary successes in various 
parts of the world are but the first movings of 
that mighty flood which is to bring in upon its 
bosom universal holiness and peace. These are 
glorious anticipations to him who can indeed 
realize them ; and it has been justly said, that 
the church ought not lighty to be deprived of 
the encouragement they have given her in her 
long resistance to the great heresy of Rome, and 
her persevering encounters with the Prince of 
the powers of the air in the heathen world* On 
the other hand there is a growing persuasion 
that times of affliction are coming upon the 
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church, in comparison with which all her pre- 
vious sufferings will appear as nothing; that, 
though the continual assumptions of the Papacy 
may at last end in the renunciation of even 
nominal allegiance to the Saviour, and Rome 
be the scene of that daring revolt, yet the enemy 
whom the Lord will destroy with the brightness 
of his coming will be attended with a retinue 
far more numerous than Rome has ever mar- 
shalled, and arrayed in terrors to which the 
world has as yet seen no parallel ; and that he 
will come forth to the contest, not in the as- 
sumption of a delegated authority, or bearing on 
his banner the name of Christ ; but renouncing 
the name, as well as repudiating the authority, 
and appearing before the world as the avowed 
rival of the Messiah, in a distinct personality 
directly antagonist to His own. If this persuasion 
be well founded, then the prevalence of notions 
like those above mentioned, is but a device of 
Satan to lull the church into a fatal security. 
To persuade her that the Antichrist is already 
come, is but a step towards concealing his actual 
approach ; to assure her that she is now in his 
hands, and that thousands of the saints have 
lived and died under his reign, is but to blind 
her to its real character ; and to extend the short 
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tinctly fixed. Surely when we find recorded in 
history a striking counterpart of prophecy, it is 
far more rational to acknowledge the fulfilment, 
than to seek to disparage the history on account 
of our want of information with respect [to con- 
nected circumstances ; or to resort to the expedient 
of supposing that other events, exactly similar 
in character, will hereafter occur, hut accompanied 
with the circumstances, the record of which we 
now look for in vain. 

It is most probable that the writers in question 
did not at first contemplate the results to which 
they have since been led, or the still further 
results to which their system tends ; and at all 
events they have not, that I hare seen, expressly 
stated their principles, or deduced any general 
conclusions from them. But it appears to me 
that, collecting those principles from their writ- 
ings, it would not be unfair to state them thus, 
" We cannot believe in the fulfilment of prophecy, 
unless we have clear and distinct evidence upon 
every point, not only of its general and more 
prominent features, but of all the details and 
particulars connected with them, and all that 
in the order of time ought to have preceded or 
immediately followed them. Such evidence the 
imperfect accounts of uninspired historians have 
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in no instance supplied ; and therefore we cannot 
believe that any prophecy has been fulfilled since 
the canon of scripture was closed." I say that 
they have not formally deduced this conclusion* 
but their writings show that it has taken such 
possession of their minds, that they enter upon 
the consideration of every prophecy, with a 
strong predisposition to find that it concerns the 
future. Already, indeed, has the name of " Fu- 
turists" been applied to the advocates of the 
latter system as a badge of their principles; 
and no one can at all mix in society, where 
such subjects are discussed, without being aware 
that inquirers are gradually ranging themselves 
on one side or the other, and thus separating into 
distinct parties. This division will be productive 
of great mistakes ; for it will add to the other 
difficulties of the inquiry the prejudices of a 
party spirit, and lead, as a necessary consequence, 
to a one-sided view. Victory will be the object 
unconsciously aimed at; men will look more to 
the names than the arguments by which theories 
are sustained, and, as in most party discussions, 
the effort will be rather to keep out, than to let 
in, light. Truth is as a fountain springing in some 
lowly vale ; the peaceful pilgrim panting after 
real knowledge may often wander there, and 
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satisfy his thirst with deep draughts of its re- 
freshing waters;- but when once hostile armies 
descend from the opposing heights and fight for 
its possession, its margin is trodden in, and its 
stream so polluted, that the pilgrim returns to it 
in vain ; he either fails to recognise the fountain, 
or turns with disgust from waters which human 
passions have disturbed and defiled. 



It appears to me, that the best safeguard 
against the errors and evils which I have endea- 
voured to describe, is to encourage among Christ* 
ians a more widely extended and careful study 
of the prophetical parts of scripture, not as a 
matter of curiosity or interest, which may be 
pursued or abandoned as inclination prompts, 
but as a duty of continual recurrence, which 
cannot safely or conscientiously be neglected. 
There is something far more solemnizing in the 
performance of a duty, than in the indulgence 
of a taste ; and many a one who, when pursuing 
this study as one of curiosity, feels free to follow 
the bent of his imagination, would, if it were 
presented to him as a Christian duty, discover 
the necessity of guarding those avenues by 
which Satan so often assails Christians of an in- 
tellectual stamp. In this study the Bible should 
be the first, the principal, and often the only 
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book ; and the inquiry must be conducted with 
a wholesome distrust of man's wisdom, and 
constant jealousy of our own imaginations. It 
may require more time and deeper attention than 
many Christians may suppose that they can 
afford to give it ; but these are times when even 
Christians require to be awakened to the necessity 
of more diligently attending to, and more fre- 
quently using the lamp which God has placed in 
their hands. It is not necessary that all should 
make the same proficiency, but let each one 
conscientiously judge for himself; what portion 
of time he can lawfully bestow on the Word of 
God ; let him give to prophecy the prominence 
which the Spirit gives to it, and no more ; but 
let him employ himself in the study, and not 
in the mere reading of the Bible, and be care- 
ful how he suffers man's voice to turn him aside 
from listening to that of God. 

The very fact that many would be altogether 
without time or opportunity for consulting the 
works of man, would bring to bear upon the 
subject such a mass of original thought, as 
would go far towards checking the extravagance 
of commentators, and giving a just preponderance 
to well founded theories. How many men, lean- 
ing on their extensive acquaintance with the 

p 
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works of others, have erred in their interpre- 
tation of the Scripture doctrine of a sinner's 
justification before God ; what humble minded 
prayerful student of the Bible alone has ev«r 
missed it ? What a veil upon all the vital truths 
of Christianity the disquisitions of the schools 
bound over the eyes of able and learned men of 
old: what wonderful consent and unanimity 
has sprung out of the wide diffusion, and un- 
restricted study of the Bible alone. 

Nor let any one conclude that the Bible alone 
furnishes too narrow a field for such inquiries 
until he has exhausted its resources. To the 
fulfilment of many of the prophecies we have 
the evidence of scripture itself; and so far, at 
least, every faithful student may learn for himself 
without reference to any other authority. By 
carefully comparing the prophecy with the cir- 
cumstances of its fulfilment as there recorded, 
he may learn the relation which, in some instan- 
ces, the language of prophecy bears to the events 
which it predicted ; and although he will find 
a wonderful diversity in the way in which events 
are foretold; yet, by habituating his mind to the 
contemplation of that relation, he will acquire a 
certain degree of skill in tracing the connection 
between other prophecies and theirfulfilment Let 
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him first look to the Jews, and compare their 
recorded history with the prophecies relating to 
it ; let him then turn to the Messiah in His first 
advent, examine every prophecy and prophetical 
intimation which is given of His history and 
character, and the progress of His gospel, and 
trace out their fulfilment so far as it is recorded 
in scripture; and lastly, let him take each pro- 
phecy of events of a less general character, such 
as the famine in Samaria, the overthrow of 
Sennacherib, the madness of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and consider the circumstances of their fulfilment. 
Let him look not merely to the fact, but also to 
the manner of the fulfilment; and let him 
pursue the study with earnest prayer, and with 
real intention of mind, and I doubt not that he 
will in the result, find himself in a better condi- 
tion for the study of other prophecy, than if he 
had made himself master of all the commen- 
taries that were ever written. 

There are prophecies, of which the fulfilment 
is not recorded by any inspired pen, about which 
the present aspect and state of the world will fully 
instruct him ;— the extinction of ancient races, 
the silence and solitude that reign where popu- 
lous cities once stood, the barren wilderness oc- 
cupying the room of fruitful fields, and the 
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oblivion that hangs over the very history of 
nations that once occupied a prominent place in 
the world, will speak to him in language that 
cannot be mistaken, of the pouring out of the 
cup of wrath long threatened, long deferred ; and 
when the threatenings of impending ruin are 
accompanied with a distant prospect of restora- 
tion, the night that still broods over the scene 
will tell him to expect a coming dawn. 

So far his course, though often difficult, will 
be safe enough ; but when he has' reached thus 
far, some knowledge of history will be necessary 
for the further prosecution of his study. Let 
him begin by endeavouring to ascertain what 
account history gives of these events, which 
the Bible records as the fulfilment of prophe- 
cy, and he will in some measure learn what 
he has to expect from it in other cases : I 
say in some measure, because, inasmuch as the 
light of history becomes brighter as the distance 
between us and the events diminishes^ we have 
a right to look to it, for a far clearer testimony 
to the fulfilment of prophecies which were still 
future when the canon of scripture closed, than 
we could require with respect to those which 
regarded an earlier period. A very general 
knowledge of history will, however, for the most 
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part suffice; and the probability is, that the 
greater number of those, who reach this stage 
of the inquiry, will have previously acquired 
enough for the purpose. The succession of ttfie 
great empires, the books of the apocrypha, and 
the general outlines of Grecian and Roman 
history, and. of the annals of the professing 
Christian church will, in most instances, in 
which the question ' how far a given pro- 
phecy has been fulfilled' can be safely decid- 
ed, afford sufficient grounds for forming his 
opinions. In turning to the consideration of 
the predictions which he believes to relate to 
the future, he must be prepared sometimes to 
discover circumstances which may alter previous 
opinions, and he should never suffer himself to 
become so wedded to any conclusion, as to be 
reluctant to recall it. But on the other hand, he 
should take especial care, that his opinion be 
altered upon substantial grounds only ; and not 
merely because the alteration is required in 
order to remove some difficulty from, or add 
some weight to, a theory of interpretation applied 
to other prophecies. 

In adverting to some of the causes, which 
have probably tended to the unsatisfactory result 
of most attempts at interpretation, I have already 

f 3 



66 STUDY OP PROPHECY. 

noticed other dangers to be avoided, and I would 
now only add, that we must constantly bear in 
mind, that our business is to fulfil a duty in 
inyestigating the whole counsel of God; not 
to gratify our curiosity or vanity by making 
discoveries; — that it is a fatal snare to draw 
general conclusions from particular instances 
and then bend other instances to suit those 
conclusions, or apply a preconceived theory 
as a key to the interpretation ; — and, that 
while we must be willing to stop where we 
find the way barred before us rather than 
try to evade the difficulty by distorting facts, 
or straining the language of prophecy : yet, 
when we have, after careful investigation 
of the circumstances, come to a conclusion, 
we must not give up that conclusion because 
there may be some difficulties which we can- 
not explain. Our great object should be to 
collect the whole testimony of prophecy to each 
particular event. It is a mistake into which we 
are apt unguardedly to fall, to suppose that the 
prophet saw the future, and uses his own means 
to inform us of it, and that therefore the tes- 
timony of each is to be taken by itself. The 
prophets most probably knew nothing beyond 
what they have spoken; and often themselves 
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desired to understand the meaning- of the message 
they were commissioned to convey, and fre- 
quently, as it would seem, very much miscon- 
ceived; as when the strings which David 
touched to give melody to his own sorrow, or to 
sound the notes of praise for the mercies he 
received, were Breathed upon by the Spirit of 
God, and made vocal to the lamentations of the 
Son of man over the impenitence of His perishing 
people, and the malice of His enemies, or to the 
song of triumph with which the hosts of heaven 
should celebrate His victory over sin and death. 
It is the Spirit that speaks by the mouth of the 
prophets, and the whole body " of prophecy 
which has been preserved to our time is the 
message which He brings to us. We must take it 
as a whole ; we must read it as the evidence of 
one witness to the facts, and endeavour to under- 
stand it as such. It must also be borne in mind, 
that our reading of scripture should not be exclu- 
sively directed to any one subject ; but that, on 
the contrary, while engaged in such a study as 
this, it is of paramount importance, not only that 
we should be diligent in prayer, but that we 
should keep before us the whole word of life, and 
especially those parts which remind us of our 
own helplessness and the all-sufficiency of Jesus. 
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The study of prophecy thus pursued will result 
in an accurate acquaintance with the whole 
volume of inspired truth ; and if after all we shall 
have penetrated but a little way into the future, 
our time will not have been spent in vain ; we 
shall at least have endeavoured to do all that is 
commanded us in this respect, we shall have be- 
come more fully acquainted with the written 
word than we should have done by other means ; 
we shall have met with many instances of clear 
fulfilment to confirm our faith, and we shall be 
in the best situation for recognizing the fulfil- 
ment of such prophecies, if any, as may receive 
their accomplishment in our days. 

Beyond this, I doubt not, it is the duty of 
those, who have lawful leisure and means for 
such an inquiry, to search more minutely into 
the records of the past, whether found in the 
pages of the historian, the antiquary, or the 
poet ; in pictures, on monuments, or on coins : to 
weigh with all diligence the import and value of 
their testimony, and bring the result to bear on 
the subject of prophecy. The knowledge of lan- 
guages, deep acquaintance with history, powers 
of enlightened criticism, and what has been called 
learned leisure, are talents to be employed for 
the glory of God ; and how could they be better 
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employed than in such a labour as this, if only 
they be placed unreservedly at the service of 
God and His truth, and unaccompanied with any 
latent resolution to discover evidence in support 
of particular views. But still what I would in- 
sist upon is this, that, as the command extends 
no further than to search the scriptures, so with- 
out the aid of such qualifications, Prophecy may 
not only be profitably studied, but that the 
studies of those, whose inquiry hardly extends 
beyond the limits of the Bible, may be of the 
greatest utility in correcting errors into which 
more learned investigations are apt to lead. I 
would add that, in the prosecution of a duty so 
dear, every Christian has a right to expect the 
guidance of the best of all interpreters, and the 
more he leans on the help of the Holy Spirit, 
the more he will feel light and satisfaction poured 
in upon his soul. 



For those who are already versed in the writings 
of commentators, or disposed to pursue the study 
by their aid, able works on both sides are before 
the world, and it is of the utmost importance 
to themselves, as individuals, and to the church 
at large, that they should not restrict their study 
to one side of the question ; that the views of 
one set of writers should not be adopted without 
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being thoroughly understood, nor those of the 
other rejected without examination. The two 
systems tend to very different results — results, 
indeed, so different, that it is a matter of pressing 
concern to the church that the controversy should 
be set at rest, and the real character of these 
prophecies determined. 

On the one hand, there is a prevailing belief 
that the church has long been in the furnace, 
that the great adversary has well nigh spent his 
fury, and that the season of her deliverance is 
at hand. There is a consequent expectation 
that the time is drawing near when righteousness 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea, and that our missionary successes in various 
parts of the world are but the first movings of 
that mighty flood which is to bring in upon its 
bosom universal holiness and peace. These are 
glorious anticipations to him who can indeed 
realize them ; and it has been justly said, that 
the church ought not lighty to be deprived of 
the encouragement they have given her in her 
long resistance to the great heresy of Rome, and 
her persevering encounters with the Prince of 
the powers of the air in the heathen world. On 
the other hand there is a growing persuasion 
that times of affliction are coming upon the 
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church, in comparison with which all her pre- 
vious sufferings will appear as nothing; that, 
though the continual assumptions of the Papacy 
may at last end in the renunciation of even 
nominal allegiance to the Saviour, and Rome 
be the scene of that daring revolt, yet the enemy 
whom the Lord will destroy with the brightness 
of his coming will be attended with a retinue 
far more numerous than Rome has ever mar- 
shalled, and arrayed in terrors to which the 
world has as yet seen no parallel; and that he 
will come forth to the contest, not in the as- 
sumption of a delegated authority, or bearing on 
his banner the name of Christ ; but renouncing 
the name, as well as repudiating the authority, 
and appearing before the world as the avowed 
rival of the Messiah, in a distinct personality 
directly antagonist to His own. If this persuasion 
be well founded, then the prevalence of notions 
like those above mentioned, is but a device of 
Satan to lull the church into a fatal security. 
To persuade her that the Antichrist is already 
come, is but a step towards concealing his actual 
approach ; to assure her that she is now in his 
hands, and that thousands of the saints have 
lived and died under his reign, is but to blind 
her to its real character ; and to extend the short 
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but sharp pang of twelve hundred and sixty 
days into the long endurance of so many years, 
is to take from her, when that unheard of perse- 
cution shall at last set in, the encouragement to 
patience which God has given her in the assu- 
rance of its short duration. And awful indeed 
would be the responsibility of those who, set as 
watchmen in Israel, should make no effort to 
awaken their people from so dangerous a dream, 
and set before them the motives to watchfulness, 
and the real grounds for hope and encourage- 
ment which are to be derived from the language 
of prophecy properly understood. 

Under such circumstances it appears to me, 
that whatever view we may take, or to whatever 
side our judgments may ultimately lean, it is a 
very solemn and pressing duty upon all the chil- 
dren of God, and especially upon all His ministers, 
to search the scriptures daily, whether these things 
be so, and to make it a subject of constant prayer 
that the Spirit may lead the church to a right 
understanding upon the matter. 

There are some prejudices occasionally to be 
overcome before the subject can be fairly and 
impartially considered ; for instance, many shrink 
with a sort of horror from the bare idea of 
renouncing, on behalf of the Gentile church, any 
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portion of those promises and prospects, which hare 
hitherto been appropriated by it as the spiritual 
Israel. But it is to be always borne in mind, 
that, in thus appropriating so much that literally 
understood belongs primarily to the Jew, we 
may be throwing a serious stumbling block in 
the way of that people ; and that we are there* 
fore bound to 'examine well the ground on 
which we venture to make the appropriation. 
Many also recoil from a view of prophecy, which 
appears to them calculated to allay the mis- 
sionary ardour, and withdraw that stimulus to 
exertion and endurance which the prospect of 
ultimate success supplies. But we should take 
great care that, in holding out as an encourage- 
ment to missionary enterprize the prospect of 
evangelizing the world, we may not be preparing 
the way for future disappointment, by presenting 
a delusive hope, and suggesting a mistaken mo- 
tive. For, if the mission of the evangelist be to 
bear witness to the truth throughout the world, 
that every mouth may be stopped; to gather out 
of every land and clime a people prepared for 
the Lord ; to disembarrass the real followers of 
the Lamb from the entanglements of the world, 
and to deepen their views and strengthen their 
faith, so that they may be able to abide tha 
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being thoroughly understood, nor those of the 
other rejected without examination* The two 
systems tend to very different results — results, 
indeed, so different, that it is a matter of pressing 
concern to the church that the controversy should 
be set at rest, and the real character of these 
prophecies determined* 

On the one hand, there is a prevailing belief 
that the church has long been in the furnace, 
that the great adversary has well nigh spent his 
fury, and that the season of her deliverance is 
at hand. There is a consequent expectation 
that the time is drawing near when righteousness 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea, and that our missionary successes in various 
parts of the world are but the first movings of 
that mighty flood which is to bring in upon its 
bosom universal holiness and peace. These are 
glorious anticipations to him who can indeed 
realize them ; and it has been justly said, that 
the church ought not lighty to be deprived of 
the encouragement they have given her in her 
long resistance to the great heresy of Rome, and 
her persevering encounters with the Prince of 
the powers of the air in the heathen world. On 
the other hand there is a growing persuasion 
that times of affliction are coming upon the 
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upon an arm of flesh, and tampering more with 
human infirmity, than they are aware of. 

There are others, who identify the questions 
about the interpretation of prophecy with those 
other great questions which distract the church ; 
and deem an attempt to strip popery of the name 
of Antichrist, to imply a leaning towards its doc- 
trines, and a reverence for its institutions. There 
is no doubt, that the feelings hitherto prevalent 
on the subject are such, as to tempt those who 
oppose them into a certain sort of sympathy for 
that fallen church, and that, by often defending it 
against what may be false charges, they run 
great risk of becoming its advocates against those 
also which are undoubtedly true. It may even - 
be, that the writers alluded to have given some 
indications of such a sympathy, and that, while 
they speak strongly of the errors of popery, they 
treat them rather as errors incident to a true 
church, than as actually destructive of its au- 
thority. But if this be so, it furnishes a reason 
for one, who entertains a very different opinion 
of the position of Rome, and feels that no at- 
tempt should be made to veil her real character 
from the world, to express his conviction, that 
the views which they advocate on the subject of 
prophecy, whether erroneous or not, have no- 
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troubled times that are coming upon the earth : 
If this I say be his real mission, we cannot expect 
a blessing upon efforts directed to any other ob* 
ject. And when we look to the missionary map, 
and contemplate the impression which filly years 
of missionary labour has made upon its surface ; 
when we read the history of the many devoted 
men who have toiled to their life's end without a 
ray of light to cheer them, we may doubt whether 
the assurance, that we are actually accomplishing 
the real objects of missionary labour, and pre* 
paring the way of the Lord even when apparently 
unsuccessful, may not be as encouraging as the 
prospect that others will enter into our labour, 
and that God has great things in store for the 
world, though, for reasons known only to Himself, 
He does not see fit to make use of us for carry- 
ing them out. The true motive for missionary 
labour ought always to be love for human souls, 
springing out of a deep sense of the love of 
Christ to our own, and obedience to our master's 
injunction to ' preachthe gospel to every nation/ 
And those who shrink from inquiry, through 
fear that the result may be discouraging, evince 
a secret disposition to rely on their own wisdom, 
rather than that of God ; and are, in truth, in the 
prosecution of their great object, leaning more 
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upon an arm of flesh, and tampering more with 
human infirmity, than they are aware of. 

There are others, who identify the questions 
about the interpretation of prophecy with those 
other great questions which distract the church ; 
and deem an attempt to strip popery of the name 
of Antichrist, to imply a leaning towards its doc- 
trines, and a reverence for its institutions. There 
is no doubt, that the feelings hitherto prevalent 
on the subject are such, as to tempt those who 
oppose them into a certain sort of sympathy for 
that fallen church, and that, by often defending it 
against what may be false charges, they run 
great risk of becoming its advocates against those 
also which are undoubtedly true. It may even - 
be, that the writers alluded to have given some 
indications of such a sympathy, and that, while 
they speak strongly of the errors of popery, they 
treat them rather as errors incident to a true 
church, than as actually destructive of its au- 
thority. But if this be so, it furnishes a reason 
for one, who entertains a very different opinion 
of the position of Rome, and feels that no at- 
tempt should be made to veil her real character 
from the world, to express his conviction, that 
the views which they advocate on the subject of 
prophecy, whether erroneous or not, have no- 
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troubled times that are coming upon the earth : 
If this I say be his real mission, we cannot expect 
a blessing upon efforts directed to any other ob» 
ject. And when we look to the missionary map, 
and contemplate the impression which fifty years 
of missionary labour has made upon its surface ; 
when we read the history of the many devoted 
men who have toiled to their life's end without a 
ray of light to cheer them, we may doubt whether 
the assurance, that we are actually accomplishing 
the real objects of missionary labour, and pre- 
paring the way of the Lord even when apparently 
unsuccessful, may not be as encouraging as the 
prospect that others will enter into our labour, 
and that God has great things in store for the 
world, though, for reasons known only to Himself, 
He does not see fit to make use of us for carry- 
ing them out. The true motive for missionary 
labour ought always to be love for human souls, 
springing out of a deep sense of the love of 
Christ to our own, and obedience to our master's 
injunction to ' preachthe gospel to every nation.' / 
And those who shrink from inquiry, through 
fear that the result may be discouraging, evince 
a secret disposition to rely on their own wisdom, 
rather than that of God ; and are, in truth, in the 
prosecution of their great object, leaning more 
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upon an arm of flesh, and tampering more with 
human infirmity, than they are aware of. 

There are others, who identify the questions 
about the interpretation of prophecy with those 
other great questions which distract the church ; 
and deem an attempt to strip popery of the name 
of Antichrist, to imply a leaning towards its doc- . 
trines, and a reverence for its institutions. There 
is no doubt, that the feelings hitherto prevalent 
on the subject are such, as to tempt those who 
oppose them into a certain sort of sympathy for 
that fallen church, and that, by often defending it 
against what may be false charges, they run 
great risk of becoming its advocates against those 
also which are undoubtedly true. It may even - 
be, that the writers alluded to have given some 
indications of such a sympathy, and that, while 
they speak strongly of the errors of popery, they 
treat them rather as errors incident to a true 
church, than as actually destructive of its au- 
thority. But if this be so, it furnishes a reason 
for one, who entertains a very different opinion 
of the position of Rome, and feels that no at- 
tempt should be made to veil her real character 
from the world, to express his conviction, that 
the views which they advocate on the subject of 
prophecy, whether erroneous or not, have no- 
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troubled times that are coming upon the earth : 
If this I say be his real mission, we cannot expect 
a blessing upon efforts directed to any other ob- 
ject. And when we look to the missionary map, 
and contemplate the impression which fifty years 
of missionary labour has made upon its surface ; 
when we read the history of the many devoted 
men who have toiled to their life's end without a 
ray of light to cheer them, we may doubt whether 
the assurance, that we are actually accomplishing 
the real objects of missionary labour, and pre- 
paring the way of the Lord even when apparently 
unsuccessful, may not be as encouraging as the 
prospect that others will enter into our labour, 
and that God has great things in store for the 
world, though, for reasons known only to Himself, 
He does not see fit to make use of us for carry- 
ing them out. The true motive for missionary 
labour ought always to be love for human souls, 
springing out of a deep sense of the love of 
Christ to our own, and obedience to our master's 
injunction to ' preachthe gospel to every nation/ 
And those who shrink from inquiry, through 
fear that the result may be discouraging, evince 
a secret disposition to rely on their own wisdom, 
rather than that of God ; and are, in truth, in the 
prosecution of their great object, leaning more 
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upon an arm of flesh, and tampering more with 
human infirmity, than they are aware of. 

There are others, who identify the questions 
about the interpretation of prophecy with those 
other great questions which distract the church ; 
and deem an attempt to strip popery of the name 
of Antichrist, to imply a leaning towards its doc- . 
trines, and a reverence for its institutions. There 
is no doubt, that the feelings hitherto prevalent 
on the subject are such, as to tempt those who 
oppose them into a certain sort of sympathy for 
that fallen church, and that, by often defending it 
against what may be false charges, they run 
great risk of becoming its advocates against those 
also which are undoubtedly true. It may even 
be, that the writers alluded to have given some 
indications of such a sympathy, and that, while 
they speak strongly of the errors of popery, they 
treat them rather as errors incident to a true 
church, than as actually destructive of its au- 
thority. But if this be so, it furnishes a reason 
for one, who entertains a very different opinion 
of the position of Rome, and feels that no at- 
tempt should be made to veil her real character 
from the worlds to express his conviction, that 
the views which they advocate on the subject of 
prophecy, whether erroneous or not, have no- 
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troubled times that are coming upon the earth : 
If this I say be his real mission, we cannot expect 
a blessing upon efforts directed to any other ob- 
ject. And when we look to the missionary map, 
and contemplate the impression which fifty years 
of missionary labour has made upon its surface ; 
when we read the history of the many devoted 
men who have toiled to their life's end without a 
ray of light to cheer them, we may doubt whether 
the assurance, that we are actually accomplishing 
the real objects of missionary labour, and pre- 
paring the way of the Lord even when apparently 
unsuccessful, may not be as encouraging as the 
prospect that others will enter into our labour, 
and that God has great things in store for the 
world, though, for reasons known only to Himself, 
He does not see fit to make use of us for carry- 
ing them out. The true motive for missionary 
labour ought always to be love for human souls, 
springing out of a deep sense of the love of 
Christ to our own, and obedience to our master's 
injunction to ' preachthe gospel to every nation.' 
And those who shrink from inquiry, through 
fear that the result may be discouraging, evince 
a secret disposition to rely on their own wisdom, 
rather than that of God ; and are, in truth, in the 
prosecution of their great object, leaning more 
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upon an arm of flesh, and tampering more with 
human infirmity, than they are aware of. 

There are others, who identify the questions 
about the interpretation of prophecy with those 
other great questions which distract the church ; 
and deem an attempt to strip popery of the name 
of Antichrist, to imply a leaning towards its doc- . 
trines, and a reverence for its institutions. There 
is no doubt, that the feelings hitherto prevalent 
on the subject are such, as to tempt those who 
oppose them into a certain sort of sympathy for 
that fallen church, and that, by often defending it 
against what may be false charges, they run 
great risk of becoming its advocates against those 
also which are undoubtedly true. It may even - 
be, that the writers alluded to have given some 
indications of such a sympathy, and that, while 
they speak strongly of the errors of popery, they 
treat them rather as errors incident to a true 
church, than as actually destructive of its au- 
thority. But if this be so, it furnishes a reason 
for one, who entertains a very different opinion 
of the position of Rome, and feels that no at- 
tempt should be made to veil her real character 
from the world, to express his conviction, that 
the views which they advocate on the subject of 
prophecy, whether erroneous or not, have no- 



74 STUDY OF PROPHECY. 

troubled times that are coming upon the earth : 
If this I say be his real mission, we cannot expect 
a blessing upon efforts directed to any other ob* 
ject. And when we look to the missionary map, 
and contemplate the impression which fifty years 
of missionary labour has made upon its surface ; 
when we read the history of the many devoted 
men who have toiled to their life's end without a 
ray of light to cheer them, we may doubt whether 
the assurance, that we are actually accomplishing 
the real objects of missionary labour, and pre- 
paring the way of the Lord even when apparently 
unsuccessful, may not be as encouraging as the 
prospect that others will enter into our labour, 
and that God has great things in store for the 
world, though, for reasons known only to Himself, 
He does not see fit to make use of us for carry- 
ing them out. The true motive for missionary 
labour ought always to be love for human souls, 
springing out of a deep sense of the love of 
Christ to our own, and obedience to our master's 
injunction to ' preachthe gospel to every nation/ ' 
And those who shrink from inquiry, through 
fear that the result may be discouraging, evince 
a secret disposition to rely on their own wisdom, 
rather than that of Qod ; and are, in truth, in the 
prosecution of their great object, leaning more 
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upon an arm of flesh, and tampering more with 
human infirmity, than they are aware of. 

There are others, who identify the questions 
about the interpretation of prophecy with those 
other great questions which distract the church ; 
and deem an attempt to strip popery of the name 
of Antichrist, to imply a leaning towards its doc- . 
trines, and a reverence for its institutions. There 
is no doubt, that the feelings hitherto prevalent 
on the subject are such, as to tempt those who 
oppose them into a certain sort of sympathy for 
that fallen church, and that, by often defending it 
against what may be false charges, they run 
great risk of becoming its advocates against those 
also which are undoubtedly true. It may even - 
be, that the writers alluded to have given some 
indications of such a sympathy, and that, while 
they speak strongly of the errors of popery, they 
treat them rather as errors incident to a true 
church, than as actually destructive of its au- 
thority. But if this be so, it furnishes a reason 
for one, who entertains a very different opinion 
of the position of Rome, and feels that no at- 
tempt should be made to veil her real character 
from the world, to express his conviction, that 
the views which they advocate on the subject of 
prophecy, whether erroneous or not, have no- 
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salem. Now, during the prevalence of all these 
symptoms, they were to remain in peace, and 
without alarm (Luke xxi. v. 19) ; but when they 
should see the abomination of desolation spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the Holy 
Place, or, as explained by St Luke, Jerusalem 
encompassed with armies, they were immediately 
to fly from the devoted city, and take refuge 
in the mountains, for then they should know 
that the day of vengeance was really come. 
But as false rumours of the advent of the 
Messiah should be amongst the premonitory 
symptoms of that coming doom, so should those 
rumours become more rife and earnest, while 
the work of destruction was proceeding; and 
our Lord knew that the very connection in the 
minds of His auditors between the two events, 
which had given rise to their question, would 
render them peculiarly liable to be deceived by 
such reports, at the moment when His power 
and kingdom were being vindicated in the 
destruction of the murderous city ; — He, there? 
fore, pauses at the end of the 25th verse, in 
order to warn them against that danger, by 
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parenthetically describing the very different 
circumstances that shall usher in His own re- 
turn. This description extends to the end of the 
31st verse. In looking, however, to the account 
given by St Luke, we find that our Lord 
described the circumstances of the destruction 
of Jerusalem more fully than we read in St. 
Matthew, and that he expressly declared, that 
it should be trodden down of the Gentiles, until 
the time of the O entiles should be fulfilled 
(verse 24) ; so that the words with which the 
29th verse in Matthew begins — 'Immediately 
'after the tribulation of those days, must refer, 
not to the days of actual destruction, but to 
the time of Jerusalem being trodden down of 
the Gentiles ; at the termination of which period 
the Son of Man would come. Our Lord then 
returns to the first part of His subject, and, in 
verse 32, illustrates, by the parable of a fig 
tree, the facility with which, by observing the 
symptoms, they may foresee the approach of 
that catastrophe of which He had been speaking; 
and assures them that the generation of men 
then living should not pass away until all should 
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be fulfilled. Having thus concluded His answer 
to the first part of the disciples' question, our 
Lord proceeds to answer the second part, and, 
having had already occasion to refer to the day 
of His own coming, he now introduces the 
subject by saying — But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but My Father only. He pursues the same 
subject to the end of the chapter, and, in lan- 
guage the most striking, warns them of the 
extreme suddenness and unexpectedness of His 
approach, and urges on them the necessity of 
continual watchfulness. 

This way of considering the chapter seems 
to me to get rid of all difficulties, and to do 
no violence to the language of any part; and 
we have thus clearly set before us, that the 
two events are indeed very different : — the first 
was to take place within a few years ; the time 
of the second is hid in the secret counsels of 
the Father : the first was to herald in the dis- 
persion of the chosen race, the second is to 
crown their restoration : the first was to approach 
by visible steps, and to be seen afar off, the 
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second is to come suddenly and unexpectedly 
as a snare upon the whole earth: the attitude 
of the true Church, with respect to the first, 
was to he security, in the assurance that in 
due time it should he warned ; with respect to 
the second, a continual and earnest watchfulness, 
lest it should he taken unawares. But both, are 
described as seasons of vengeance to the enemies 
of the Messiah, and of rejoicing and delive- 
rance to His people. 

The History of the past informs us that the 
first warning answered its end; the symptoms 
foretold occurred with sufficient demonstration 
to convince the Christians, and they escaped 
in time from the destruction of Jerusalem. 
May the second be equally effectual in prepa- 
ing the Church to welcome the Lord's approach. 
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